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offering the title of Czar to the grandson of the
redoubtable Voislav, Constantine Bodin in 1073, on
condition that he would free them from the Greeks.
Bodin consented, was proclaimed Czar under the
name of Peter, but speedily collapsed. The only
result of this abortive rising was the destruction of
the palace of the Czars upon the lake of Prespa by
mercenaries. Thus perished the most interesting
monument of the old Bulgarian Empire. When,
however, Robert Guiscard and his Normans landed
in Albania and occupied a large part of Macedonia,
the orthodox Bulgarians refused to make common
cause with the "heretics." But the Bogomiles did
not scruple to form military and even matrimonial
alliances with barbarous chiefs who would assist
them against their Greek persecutors.

For these native insurrections were not the only
disturbances during the Greek occupation. Two
fierce tribes from beyond the Danube made repeated
incursions into Bulgaria, which the successors of
Basil IL were too weak to prevent. The Patzinakltai
were crushed by the Greek commanders, but the
conquerors committed the blunder of allowing their
barbarous prisoners to settle on the plains round
Sofia and Nisch. To the unfortunate Bulgarian
peasantry the new colonists were most unwelcome
neighbours, for they invited their kinsmen from over
the river to join them in plundering the natives.
The Kumani, a wild gipsy race, speaking a language
somewhat resembling Turkish, appeared in Bulgaria
for the first time about the middle of the eleventh
century. United with the Patzinakitai, they proved